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Happy Birthday Bethany
Nearly 160 years of serving the needs of youth
On September 21, Bethany Children's Home will celebrate our
159th Birthday!

Bethany Founding Father

What do you think Reverend Emanuel Boehringer and his wife
Christiane would say about Bethany today after discovering that
their legacy has survived and is getting ready to celebrate 159
years of service and care to youth in need?

We are very lucky that our history and the story of the
Boehringers' determination to create a safe place to care for
and nurture orphans affected by the raging Civil War and an
impoverished city is still standing and able to tell their story
today.
Be sure to join us starting in January 2023 to celebrate our
160th year!
Reverend Emanuel Boehringer (1823-1864)

Fall 2022

Back to School...What did that look like for
our youth?
Bethany Census Records - Our Educators
1880 - Sarah A. Yanck and Estelle S. Barthel
1890 - Census records destroyed in 1921, when a building caught on fire
1900 - Harry E. Eisenh????, Jennie C. Asbogart and Ida F. Doner
1910 - Florence E. More, Miriam A. Hassler and M. Laura Shields
1920 - Raymond S. Vandevere, Verna G. Vandevere, Edna Rupert and Lena J. Peck
1930 - Anna Angstadt, C. Harry Kehm, Jr., Grace Heffelfinger, Elsie Christ and William Slough
1940 - Mildred Gebhard (Music), Grace Heffelfinger, Luretta Kibbens, John Stoltzfus (Principal),
M. Evelyn Jenkins (Special Education), Mrs. Bartholomew and Walter & Rebecca Rohrbach
1950 - Annabel Grogan
One of the premises of the founding of our orphanage was to try to create a normal family
setting, which included the education of a child and, in turn, a school in connection with the
orphanage. Boys were expected to learn mostly industrial or farming skills while girls were
prepared for marriage and running a household.
Our records indicate that teachers were held in high regard and were always on the payroll of
Bethany. Although the original plan called for German as the language of choice, both spoken
and written, English and German were used on an equal basis. Being a member of the
Pennsylvania Soldiers' Orphans School Program affected the structure of the school program
itself as a PA Soldiers' Orphans School we were obligated to offer non-typical education and
follow their guidelines.
The move to Womelsdorf offered greater opportunities for education. Daily life showed a
regime of 6 school hours in a day, dividied into 4 periods (3 for school and 1 for chores and
work). The year 1901 brought about a real schoolhouse on the Bethany campus and made for
very specific courses of instruction. Bethany provided an education up to a 2-year high school
certification or until the age of 16 (later it was expanded to 18).
Being at a social disadvantage by isolating its school, the Board of Managers agreed to abandon
its 2-year high school and join the Pennsylvania Public School System in 1929. Children could
now attend high school classes in Womelsdorf.
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Left: Bethany
Schoolhouse built in
1901

Right: Bethany's first
school bus 1930s

Intellectual Disability Education Comes to Bethany in 1933
Bethany provided the state model for teaching children with special needs. The merger of the
Heidelberg Township School District with others to become the Conrad Weiser School District in 1954
brought about major changes. Eventually all classes moved off campus until arrangements could be
made with the Conrad Weiser SD to provide special education classrooms at Bethany.
The Special Class of Bethany Orphans' Home...
Miss Evelyn M. Smith, Teacher (as written by her, explaining her classes).
The Special Class of Bethany Orphans' Home was organized in August 1933 with 18 children ranging from 7 to
14 years of age. Fourteen of these children were boys and four were girls. A full special class schedule was
started including a 45-minute manual period in the morning. An effort was made to give the children, now
divided into four ability groups, special class work and attention and yet keep some of the regular school form
to aid in the adjustment process. It took some time and patience to adjust the children to the fact that they
were in an informal schoolroom which yet required some degree of discipline and respect for the rights of
others. The children showed their true emotional characters in trying to take advantage of their few privileges,
such as reading library books in time meant for study.
One of the biggest tasks that faced these boys and girls was that of getting down to a serious schedule of
schoolwork and of creating the proper attitude for that work. With few exceptions they seemed to have the "I
can't do it!" complex. That was their first reaction to any work presented to them. However, if you think through
this complex, it is easy to see its origin and the reason for it. Because there had not been any special provisions
for these (academically challenged) chilldren, they had to work along with other children. In most cases this
grade work was too difficult for them and the natural reaction was, "I can't do it!" The biggest part of this
difficulty was over when these children were convinced that they were being given work they could do, suited to
their abilities, and it was helped along by the little spark of success acquired in each days work done
satisfactorly.
After studying the children's abilities as shown by these first and second weeks work in school and with the aid
of the psychologists report on each child it was decided to have each child start work at the highest level at
which he had shown mastery for his school work. These foundations for work ranged from the beginning of
pre-primer work in reading to a second and third grade ability in a few. Abilities in other subjects varied with
the individual. In several cases the pupils could do their regular grade work in arithmetic or possibly English or
Spelling, but they fell down miserably in Reading. As a result perhaps Reading was stressed slightly more than
other subjects because it was felt it was a pertinent foundation subject and in which most of these children
lacked a real foundation. (Explanation continues, visit the archives to read letter in its entirety.)
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A New School Building for Bethany
In our records it is noted that beginning in 1938, Bethany Children's Home, with agreement from
Heidelberg Township was in active negotiations to tear down the School House built on the Bethany
property in 1901, and replace it elsewhere on our property with a much larger and modern school
building. The Board of Managers along with then Bethany Superintendent Rev. Henry Gebhard, had
legal and architectural work done to encourage Harrisburg Board of Education to support this move,
however all of the "fine plans of Bethany" were brought to a screeching halt as Pennsylvania moved to
compel for the consolidation of rural schools under main districts (Bethany Echo, 1944). There is a great
deal of information included in the Vandevere book about the advent of education on the Bethany
campus.
The Bethany Schoolhouse stopped being used as a school in 1964 and was eventually demolished in
1978 to make way for Keck Cottage. The ABC Child Care Program began in 1996 and eventually closed.
In 2000, a new Education Wing was added to the Adams Brumbaugh Center (ABC) and dedicated.
Today through our Helping Hands Program and the advent of online learning, education and the need
for teacher support has returned to the Bethany campus.

1939 & 1950s Bethany Bus

Early 1900s Class Pictures at Schoolhouse
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Back To School...In Pictures

1910's, Rev. Vandevere & Pupils

1937 - 1st & 2nd Grade

1949- 1st & 2nd Grade

1959

1933 - Bethany Teachers

1937 - 3rd & 4th Grade

1956-57- Kindergarten

1959-Weinreich & Hartranft Twins
5

Alumni Announcements:
Breakfast is Coming:
Thursday, October 13th @ 9:00 AM
We've moved to a new location at:
Crossroads
4643 Pottsville Pike, Reading PA 19605
Bring back a Bethany Brother or Sister; let's enjoy some great
memories and time together.

We look forward to seeing you all there.

Bethany Offers Sympathy
Since our last publication, we have lost the
following members of our family:
James Aumiller
Donna Becker
Susan Hartranft
Samuel D. Gensemer
Elmer Seeling
David Tobias
Always in our thoughts and blessings...

Alumni Cruise
Contact Cindy Mummey at Boscovs Travel to reserve
your room today& sail away with us:
June 16-23, 2023
570-622-8983
cmummey@boscovs.com
Jennifer M. Koch - Alumni Relations & Archivist,
610.589.4501 ext. 305: Jkoch@bethanyhome.org

Alumni Golf Shirts Still
Available
SM-2XL - $25.00
3XL - 4XL - $28.00

Please reach out to get yours today.
Order being placed September 19.

Bethany Homers
Cruise Tee Shirts
Taking orders, get yours today! Forms
available at next breakfast
(Shirts will be 50/50 Cotton, hunter green, tees.
$10.00 each SM-XL $12.00 2XL & larger)
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