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Don’t miss your chance to be part of Bethany’s legacy!
Phase 1 of our Brick Campaign ends Dec. 31.
Become a permanent part of the Bethany landscape, for you or for a member of your family! Add a
brick to the walkway of More Memorial Park. The Legacy Brick Campaign is in full swing, and you
still have time to be part of Phase 1!

(Bethany Brick Example)

There are several ways to place your order. You can use the link below, you can fill out the sheet
provided on the final page of this newsletter, or you can call into Development Alumni Coordinator
Jennifer Koch at 610-589-4501, ext. 305 and she will assist you in placing your order.
https://www.fundraisingbrick.com/online-orders/bethanychildrenshome/

Former Team Member Linda Shott Shares Memories of Christmas at Bethany
I had the pleasure of sitting down to reminisce about Linda’s time here as a member of the Bethany
family this past week. She was the storeroom manager from 1986-2008.
“We were such a family back then; the staff had their own party each year and brought covered dishes;
we did skits during the party and relaxed together in the fellowship of the holiday season. I think the
holiday party the first year I was here solidified that I was in the right place, the staff went all out for
their skits, one group were reindeer, and they all wore real deer antlers during their performance! It was
so much fun!”
Linda met her husband at Bethany and was married to Steve Shott in Bausman Chapel on March 29,
1990. In attendance that day was the Bethany Duck! This was another Bethany tradition during her time
here. Anytime someone had a birthday, or something happened in their work or personal life, “the Duck
would show up.” (See a picture of the infamous Duck below.)
“Christmas time at Bethany was the biggest time of the year for our campus, time off was not an option!
It was an amazing time; the community was so giving.”
During her time here Linda remembered the churches would have a “White Gift Service,” where
attendees would bring gifts wrapped in white paper. They would then choose a time for volunteers to get
together and bring the gifts to Bethany.
Linda said, “When that day came, it was a caravan of vehicles, laden with gifts down the driveway in
front of the ADM. I wish I had pictures; you just cannot imagine it! Staff, no matter their position all

helped to be bring in the gifts and since we had no idea what was inside each gift, we had the job of
unwrapping each present to see what was really in there. And sometimes we found unpleasant surprises,
you can only imagine!”
“There were so many gifts that they did not fit into the Storeroom. They would line the halls throughout
the first floor of the Administration Building. During that time, I organized everything and then the
cottages were responsible to pick up the items, separate, tag and wrap everything. We did not have
volunteers doing the wrapping in the time I maintained the program.”
“Basketballs, oh my, there were enough basketballs for every single resident to get one; sometimes we
had 100 and sometimes 125 residents, to put the sheer number, of basketballs, in perspective. We always
had so many left over we would pass some onto the Rec Staff and then we still had some left to put on
the storeroom shelf for birthday gifts, etc.”
On the weekends Linda would put in even more hours working with the volunteers organizing all the
items. “One such volunteer was Manne Lind. He was my elf, he was the guy who came and helped me
most of the time, while he was living here on the campus. Manne lived in the apartment at Frick
Cottage. He came from Finland; when he came, he did not speak any English, but learned quickly.”
(Manne Lind was an international volunteer who came to the campus in 1970 and then returned in 1986. He
became a permanent employee as an administrative aide who then became a naturalized American citizen in July
2004.)

The Christmas list was released in the Bethany Echo newsletter each year, just as we continue to do
today. It is a general list of what was needed on the campus for the youth and the cottages.
Linda said, “I felt so bad for the house parents at the time, they had to wrap every item, and it was so
much! We never had enough wrapping paper for the house parents to wrap all the gifts. The house
parents counted each year and on average, they would get somewhere between 80-100 gifts for each
youth. I cannot imagine how, in addition to the normal work they had to do with the youth, they fit in the
gift wrapping and organizing of all the items in time for Christmas AND did the cooking!”
I asked Linda if she could specifically remember a big-ticket item that came through on the holidays and
she certainly did. “I remember the big item one year was the Walkman. I would set those aside. Rev.
Henning would come down and go through the electronics we received and decide which children had
met the requirements to get such an expensive gift. They were coveted by not only our kids but by all
teenagers at that time.”
Keep in mind, all of Linda’s tracking was done by hand. “We had computers, but we were just learning
how to use them. So, I had a huge board and I had to keep checkmarks tracking when items came in and
what cottages still needed.”
Before Linda finished her wonderful stories and memories, she did add, “An important Christmas
tradition we shared at Bethany, while I was there – each cottage would make ornaments every year and
give them to the other cottages and to all the staff. I am so lucky that during my time there I accumulated
two boxes filled with handmade ornaments that I have used to this day to decorate my Bethany tree.”
(Please stop by the Administration Building, after to see our lobby Christmas Tree and the ornaments Linda
donated to the Bethany Archives, as we display them this holiday season to share with our Bethany family.)

Steve & Linda Shott with the Duck
Artz

Linda Shott, Christmas Exhausted

Linda Shott, Manne Lind & Diane Artz

Holiday Recipes from the Bethany Food Service Director Tony Brochu:
Cranberry Relish Salad
3 cups
1 ¼ cups
2 envelopes
2 cups
1 can
¾ cups

chopped cranberries
sugar
dream whip
red grapes
pineapple chunks
chopped walnuts

Sprinkle sugar over the chopped cranberries set aside for 1 hour.
Drain cranberries. In chilled bowl, whip whipping cream to package instructions.
Combine grapes, drained pineapple chunks, nuts, and cranberries.
Fold in whipped cream. Refrigerate. This should serve 4–6 people

Breakfast Quiche
½ pound
1 cup
¼ cup
2 cups
½ cup
4 each
¼ tsp
¼ tsp

cooked crispy, drained, and crumbled bacon
shredded Swiss cheese (a cheese of your choice is ok)
chopped onion
milk
Bisquick baking mix
Eggs
Salt
Pepper

Grease pie pan. Sprinkle bacon, cheese & onion evenly over bottom of pie pan.
Place remaining ingredients in blender, cover and blend on high for 1 minute
Until thoroughly mixed. Pour over ingredients in pie pan. Bakes at 350 degrees
For 50–55 minutes or until golden brown and knife inserted in the center
comes out clean. Let sit on the counter for 5–10 minutes before serving.
Serve 6 people.

BETHANY ALUMNI CONNECTION – Let us help you reconnect with your Bethany Brothers
& Sisters, reach out and let us know who you are looking for; lets search together.

ALUMNI NEWS:
Bettie J. Mull, Class of 1927 passed away Nov. 21, 2021, and joined her brother Edward W., sisters,
Ruth N. (Mull) Kilousky, and Arlene May Mull, in heavenly peace. Bettie, after leaving Bethany would
live with the Miley family as a domestic worker and caretaker of the couple in their later years in
Ephrata. Known by her friends and family as the most appreciated and wonderful cookie maker and
quilter, she will be missed immensely. Donated by Bettie’s nieces, here is one of their favorite cookie
recipes for all of you to try this holiday season!

Sugar Cake Cookies

Patricia Ann (Benner) Wheeler, Class of 1956, passed away on April 8, 2021, after a brief illness. She
enjoyed listening to do-wop hits. In her younger days she was an avid dancer and loved taking road trips
with her partner, Elmer. She is survived by her son Daniel.
Sandra L. (Angstadt) Keiser, Class of 1954, passed away on April 30, 2021. She is survived by her
sisters Carole & Cheryl. Sandra was the first female Certified Gemologist in Berks County. She was
self-employed as a jewelry appraiser. She loved traveling, smocking, gardening, and reading.

ALUMNI GROUPS AT BETHANY- Get involved with your peers today. Reach out to our
Development Alumni Relations Coordinator for more information: jkoch@bethanyhome.org
Make sure you stop by the Bethany Children’s Home website! An exciting change: Alumni & Archives
now has their own tab. Stop there to get all the news and happenings. www.bethanyhome.org

HOMERS- The next Homers Breakfast is December 9 @ 9 AM at the Heidelberg Restaurant.
Theme – Christmas. Activity – Ugly Sweater Contest & small gift exchange.

LOOKING FOR THESE ITEMS TO ADD TO THE BETHANY ARCHIVES:
Anniversary Day Programs: We are missing the following years:
1891, 1893, 1897, 1913, 1954, and 1957
Bethany Cookbooks: We are missing the following editions/years:
2nd & 3rd editions between the years of 1916-1926
7th & 8th editions between the years of 1936-1946 (Thank you to whomever sent 1939)!
Bethany Anniversary Day Pins: We are missing the following years: 1901 & 1931-1942
Do you have any Bethany memorabilia? Reach out to the archivist to see what we might be
missing from our collection.

Bethany Children's Home
2021 Christmas Gift Drop-Off Times
Thank you for your willingness and generosity to provide a wonderful Christmas and
Holiday Season for our Bethany Youth. Your special gifts will bring many smiles.
Christmas Land is at a NEW LOCATION this year! The Henning Center will be
accepting gifts BY SCHEDULED DROP-OFF TIMES ONLY. We have security at all
entrances of campus, so we will add your name to the list of visitors for our security
team. Please be sure to bring a photo ID.
Please call Craig in the Development Office to schedule your drop-offs: 610-589-6874
Hours for Scheduled Deliveries:
Monday, Dec. 6 - Friday, Dec. 10

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 12

Noon – 3 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 13 - Friday, Dec. 17

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 19

Noon – 3 p.m

PLEASE CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR CHRISTMAS DROPS. Additional evening
and weekend hours availabe upon request. Please call the number above.
So that the elves may sort and wrap, we ask that all gifts be delivered by
Monday, Dec. 20, 2021.
Christmas gifts will ONLY be received at the Henning Center located on Ryeland road
at our main entrance. Look for the signs!
As an alternative to material gifts, please consider a monetary gift to the
Brighter Futures Fund, which provides gifts that create smiles all year long!
Donations can be mailed to:
Bethany Children's Home, Brighter Futures Fund, 1863 Bethany Road
Womelsdorf, PA 19567

