October 2021

Jennifer M. Koch, Archivist
Carl Bloss, Archivist Emeritus

Bethany Legacy Brick Campaign
Become a permanent part of the Bethany landscape, for you or a member of your family!
Add a brick to the walkway of More Memorial Park. The Legacy Brick Campaign began
September 25, 2021, and will be run in two phases, phase one open to Alumni,
employees of Bethany Children’s Home and present Board Members. Phase two will
begin in January 2022 and will open to community members at large and all churches.
With so many ways to leave your legacy as a permanent part of the Bethany
campus, make sure you jump on this opportunity today!
There are several ways to place your order. You can use the link provided below, you can
fill out the sheet provided as the last page of our newsletter this month, or you can call
into your Development Alumni Coordinator Jennifer Koch, at: 610.589-4501, ext. 305
and she will help you place the order.
Bethany Legacy Brick Campaign - Fundraising Brick

October Equals Ghost Stories from Bethany
Who doesn’t love a good spooky tale while sitting around the campfire with cocoa and
marshmallows in hand? Let’s fire up those flames and cuddle in because we are back with a few
tales of the unexplained…right here from the Bethany campus.

Who Is Visiting Applegate Cottage?
The current residents of Applegate have been far from alone these past few months. As a warm
September has moved on to crisp fall mornings, the Applegate visitor has become more active.
With a little sleuthing we know that at least two individuals have passed away in the home.
However, during the Fall, three others who lived in the house passed away between August and
October, so that leaves us wondering who is the spectral visitor?

What has been happening you wonder? It all started innocently with a door opening on its own
in a particular room. The door in question was fully closed and latched; how then did it open?
Next, there was a female visitor to the home, and she needed to use the facilities. While in there,
she was visited by a female specter who whispered in her ear; whatever was said was nonsense,
but the encounter left the visitor quite upset and ready to leave the home immediately.
September arrived and with it renewed activity at Applegate in the form of a hand resting on a
shoulder, in comfort we believe, at bedtime. Occasionally they find lights being turned on in
rooms when no one was home to do so. In one of those rooms the closed and latched door was
again propped open. Dr. Birli and his family hold no fear of the activity; in fact, they feel the
presence – whomever they might be – is kind and just going about their business in the home
they once loved. It leaves all of us wondering…who is visiting Applegate? What do you think?

Grandma Hess at Brobst Cottage?
Our next story comes from Denise Rosenberg at Brobst Cottage. She tells the story of an orb
seen by the youth residing in the cottage. They have named her Grandma Hess. The tale begins
when one day a youth told Denise that she was watching an orb dance around her as she went
down the hallway. Denise has had her own experience with Grandma Hess. While she was in the
laundry room and the office, she felt a presence and cold air. “It made the hair all over my body
stand on end.” And lastly to round out our friendly ghost story in Brobst, the residents say they
see Grandma Hess in bedroom 1 just hanging out. The girls who reside in Brobst do not live-in
fear of the friendly visitor, it seems they rather like to share when they see her.
So, my question for all of you to ponder…why is Grandma Hess hanging out in Brobst Cottage;
shouldn’t she be in her own cottage?

Little Girl Playing at Knerr Cottage
Our next story was provided by Abigail Kokitus, third-shift cottage support at Knerr, sharing the
story of a former staff member.
Abigail tells us that although she has not experienced anything, she has been told a story about
the voice of a young girl playing and laughing toward the end of her co-worker’s shift. She said
that after hearing the child laughing, she could still feel the presence with her even as she got
into her own car to leave work.
We must assume that if this happened during third shift, everyone in Knerr was fast asleep, or
were they?

A Houseparent Continues Their Shift at Knorr
Mr. Antonio tells us that during his third-shift hours he experienced the ghost of Knorr Cottage!
As the youth got ready for bed, in their dorm rooms, all the lights were off except for the
emergency lights that automatically come on in the halls. As Mr. Antonio sat at the desk
watching down the hallway, he saw a large figure moving down the hallway, away from him.
The figure turned the corner and went down the steps. “At first, I thought it was one of the
residents and upon checking, all were in their rooms. Then I thought maybe it was my coworker, only to realize he was off for the night.” Hearing movement on the steps, with no one
there, and movement on the floor below, Mr. Antonio feels he experienced the visit of a ghost in
Knorr.
We think it’s a houseparent who came back to finish a job he loved and to be sure children were
safely tucked in for the night and then went to check the rest of the house, what do you think?

Bausman’s Friendly Ghost

Our final story of the strange and unusual comes from Kindall Wann on the Safety Team;
having served as our interim Chaplain at Bausman Memorial Chapel, he relayed his tale.
Kindall feels that he has experienced, at least a few times, while in the building and on the
grounds around the Chapel an unseen visitor. “I have been in the Chapel by myself planning the
music for FUEL with my back to the pews; it happened twice where I felt someone alongside
me. The last time it occurred, the hair on my arms stood up.” And next, he relayed, “Definitely
a feeling of peace, but someone was there another time was while I was patrolling, I was
walking up by Reverend and Mrs. More’s resting place and had the oddest feeling someone was
looking at me from the line along the Chapel. Of course, no one was there, but the feeling, again
all peace, but still eerie.”
We are also aware that a few other members of our team have had the feeling of being watched
by others unseen when they are in Bausman. It seems we have a very active area here on the
Bethany campus between, Bausman, More Memorial Park, Applegate, and Brobst Cottage this
year.
That is all folks; always feel free to share your stories!

BETHANY ALUMNI CONNECTION – Let us help you reconnect with your Bethany
Brothers & Sisters (“Class of…” we use the year you arrived at Bethany.)

Sandra Lee (Long) Matthews – 1967, last reported living in Ohio, the phone number we
have is not valid. We have someone looking to make contact.
The Alumni Coordinator is looking for CLASS OF 1975-2005, Bethany Alumni from those
years to reach out; we would like to plan an event, and would love your input.
ALUMNI GROUPS AT BETHANY- Get involved with your peers today. Reach out to our
Development Alumni Relations Coordinator for more information. jkoch@bethanyhome.org
The Homers – 1920-1969 (Meets bi-monthly)
Bethany Kids – 1970 to present (Events coming)
LOOKING FOR THESE ITEMS TO ADD TO THE BETHANY ARCHIVES:
Anniversary Day Programs: We are missing the following years:
1891, 1893, 1897, 1913, 1954, and 1957
Bethany Cookbooks: We are missing the following editions/years:
2nd & 3rd editions between the years of 1916-1926
7th & 8th editions between the years of 1936-1946 (Thank you to whomever sent 1939)!
Bethany Anniversary Day Pins: We are missing the following years: 1901 & 1931-1942
Do you have any Bethany memorabilia? Reach out to the archivist to see what we might
be missing from our collection.

NEXT – Homers Breakfast!!
October 14th, right here on the Bethany campus!
Please call to reserve your spot with your Alumni Coordinator.
Cost is $5.00/pp and is payable that day. Buffet-style breakfast.
Come and enjoy socializing with your Bethany brothers and sisters.

FINAL Summer Concert – This Sunday 10/3 – Stephanie Grace!!!
Starts at 1:00 P.M. Gates open at 11:30 A.M.

Bethany Children's Home
2021 Christmas Gift Drop-Off Times

Thank you for your willingness and generosity to provide a wonderful Christmas and Holiday
Season for our Bethany Youth. Your special gifts will bring many smiles.

Christmas Land is at a NEW LOCATION this year!

The Henning Center will be
accepting gifts BY SCHEDULED DROP-OFF TIMES ONLY. We have security at all entrances of
campus, so we will add your name to the list of visitors for our security team. Please be sure to
bring a photo ID.
Please call Craig in the Development Office to schedule your drop-offs: 610-589-6874
Hours for Scheduled Deliveries:
Monday, Dec. 6 - Friday, Dec. 10

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 12

Noon – 3 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 13 - Friday, Dec. 17

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 19

Noon – 3 p.m

PLEASE CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR CHRISTMAS DROPS. Additional evening and weekend
hours availabe upon request. Please call the number above.

So that the elves may sort and wrap, we ask that all gifts be delivered by
Monday, Dec. 20, 2021.
Christmas gifts will ONLY be received at the Henning Center located on
Ryeland road at our main entrance. Look for the signs!
As an alternative to material gifts, please consider a monetary gift to the
Brighter Futures Fund, which provides gifts that create smiles all year long!
Donations can be mailed to:
Bethany Children's Home, Brighter Futures Fund
1863 Bethany Road
Womelsdorf, PA 19567

