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Bethany Legacy Brick Campaign
Become a permanent part of the Bethany Landscape, for you or for a member of your family! Add a
brick to the walkway of More Memorial Park. The Legacy Brick Campaign is in full swing, and you
still have time to be part of Phase 1!
There are several ways to place your order. You can use the link below, you can fill out the sheet
provided as the final page of this newsletter, or you can call into your Development Alumni Coordinator
Jennifer Koch at: 610-589-4501, ext. 305 and she will assist you in placing your order.
https://www.fundraisingbrick.com/online-orders/bethanychildrenshome/

A houseparent interview, perfect for the holiday season - Linda Guillory Walthour
(1987-2006)
“We ran our cottage like it was one big family, when I looked at the pictures of our kids, they all looked
really happy.” Linda and her husband served as relief houseparents at Hess Cottage and then full-time
houseparents in Knorr Cottage.
When it came to holidays and the children had no families or they were living at Bethany, they were
treated to all the holidays should be. When the children had no place to go, “We were given permission
to take them home with us and we would have a family Christmas.” Christmas was, “CRAZY”, and no
matter “how old they are they will never going to forget their Christmas at Bethany; I would wrap
everything…each gift, and it would take hours to unwrap all the gifts.” In between all the gifts being
opened they would mix it up with laughter and snacks.
Linda remembered one girl: “She sat on the chair crying, I asked her why she was crying, and she said,
‘These people don’t know me, and they have bought me all of this stuff, I went home to my family and
received a used purse from my grandmother and that was Christmas, I come here, and they take care of
us.’ I explained to her that it isn’t her fault that she is here, and that people do care, and they want to see
the children of Bethany have joy, feel love, and know happiness.”
The same process today is used to make sure that the residents make a list, and they are given the
opportunity to unwrap gifts that are individualized to their specific wishes. Linda expressed that
Christmas at Bethany was exciting and full of activity. “As the houseparent you had to keep records of
what each child was getting and making sure that you were checking off the items as they were received
and wrapped.” Different than it is now, houseparents never got time off during this time as they were
responsible for wrapping all the gifts for their household. There weren’t volunteers. In addition to the

list Linda kept, on Christmas morning the residents were responsible to keep a list of each gift and from
where it came, so that they each wrote an individualized thank-you note to the gift giver.
“You couldn’t see the floor! Each resident would have 100 gifts! You will never again see the Christmas
that those children saw here on our campus.” After the gifts were opened, residents would lay their gifts
out on their bed after taking them up in large boxes and laundry baskets. Linda would take a picture to
give to the youth as a memory of their time and that day.
When Linda and her husband were here, any youth who resided at Bethany was obligated to go to
church services; if they were unable to commit to that obligation and participate in the religious
program, unless their own religion didn’t permit it, they were not able to reside at Bethany.
“Church was every Sunday on campus, it was mandatory and there was always a church service before
youth went home for the holiday(s); I did worship dance and youth participated. There was a wine
goblet with a candle inside, white silk skirts with puffy white tops with an overlay of sparkle. It made
for an ethereal and beautiful sight for the enjoyment of the entire campus.”
The residents who were allowed to go home at that time would return to campus on Dec. 26 around 7
p.m. and there would be light fare to eat as they were opening their gifts. Other activities included
making Christmas cookies of which they would always take a box home to their family, as a gift. They
would make ornaments and place them on the tree in their cottage, and Bethany would supply the youth
with a small amount of money to go shopping for their family. They would visit Walmart and 5 Below
to purchase items for their family.
A funny story she wanted to share about the holiday season was specifically about one Fall Fest and the
“Guess the Weight of the Pumpkin” contest. Their cottage won! “It was the biggest pumpkin I had seen
and here we were carting it to our cottage, because we won! We made pumpkin pies and when I say we
made them, they were coming out of our ears; everyone on campus got a pie, the residents took pies
home to their family, we had pies in the freezer and pulled them out throughout the year! Wherever we
could stick a pie, we did … it was a HUGE thing!” During November, each day they wrote on a note
about “something they were thankful for and that they wanted to remember.”
The message Linda had for the youth of Bethany today is: Take advantage of the opportunity Bethany
provides you to guide your own future; it is up to you.”

Artwork from the Youth of Bethany Children’s Home

(1)

(2)

(3)

We have some wonderfully talented young adults on our campus, and this is Art Therapy in action!

(4)

Here is a little bit about each young artist and how the art and music therapy programs are affecting
them here on the Bethany campus.
(1) SU, 17, Eck – “I like art in general, anything I can make and put my feelings into like I do with my
music; I am in 11th grade, and I hope to soon be part of the music program.”
The piece we shared with you is an album cover for his music. He writes rap, creating vocals and
instrumental tracks for his visions. “The art program is positive for me and allows me to bring out all the
things I am feeling. When I need to decompress, I write and create. To date, my catalog is very
extensive, I am currently working on a project that relates to my struggles and frustrations.” He said the
art program really lets you explore hidden talents and allows you to try different media including
tapestry, graphic design, acrylics, and pottery.
(2) DT, 15, Brobst – “I love acrylic painting, and am new to art; most recently I created a colorful eye,
this is by far my favorite piece to date, it brings out the colors I have inside of me.” DT expressed that
having a space where she can be alone and create items that allow her to express while having a calm
and peaceful space to be who she is, just helps everything go away in her mind. “Singing…I love to sing
and that is the main way I decompress! I don’t make my music, but I love to emulate others because it
takes away my anxiety.”
She also told us that “when you come to the studio you don’t have to worry about having great talent,
Ms. Linda will make you comfortable and help you explore your own individual talent, I feel like
anyone is welcome here.”
(3) MS, 18, Eck – I am an acrylic artist, painting… I like to draw and work with pastels, but I always
come back to the acrylics. Most recently I did a painting for a friend with his girlfriend’s name in it.” He
told us that the art program gives him time to practice his craft.
“I label myself as an artist and I want that to be my chosen profession.” He likes to paint to decompress,
no matter where he is on the campus. As one of our volunteers at Alumni Day he was approached by an
alumnus who asked if his art was representative of what he felt inside, and he explained “it is…but I
gave a better verbal description of what I really created and ended up selling a few of my pieces, as my
description was better than the name we chose for the piece.” He told us that “There isn’t anywhere
better than at the art studio with Ms. Linda.”
(4) RRW, 15, Leinbach – This young lady participates in art and music on our campus.
“I was never into art, but then I saw others creating things and I became interested in learning, and Ms.
Linda assisted in drawing out my talent. I wanted to create a picture of my mom, using a photograph. I
created a likeness using acrylic paint of my mother holding me; my mom passed away when I was 9 and
I do not have a lot of memories except that one picture, and it was my favorite memory. I did this for my
grandmother.”
RRW expressed that coming to the campus was a culture shock for her, she just wasn’t prepared for the
smell from the farms! She wanted us to know that she puts a lot of focus on her education and working
to create new pieces. “I am going to create a picture of me, my sister and my mother; my sister often

feels left out and I think this would be a nice gift for her.” At present she is working on a few different
projects in different media at the studio. “I like being able to try and succeed in doing something I never
thought I could.”
We hope you enjoyed a glimpse into our youth and their experiences in Art Therapy and Music Therapy
here on the Bethany campus.

BETHANY ALUMNI CONNECTION – Let us help you reconnect with your Bethany Brothers
& Sisters (“Class of…” we use the year you arrived at Bethany.)
Sandra Lee (Long) Matthews – 1967, last reported living in Ohio, the phone number we have is not
valid. We have someone looking to make contact.
Bethany Alumni who lived with The Guillory family 1987-2006. Mrs. Linda Guillory Walthour would
love to reconnect and provide you with pictures from your time with her and her husband. The Alumni
Coordinator is looking for CLASS OF 1975-2005, Bethany Alumni from those years to reach out; we
would like to plan an event, and would love your input.

ALUMNI Deaths:
Linda L. (Baum) Heilman, Bethany Class of 1961, passed away at WellSpan Good Samaritan Hospital
in Lebanon, on October 16th.

ALUMNI GROUPS AT BETHANY- Get involved with your peers today. Reach out to our
Development Alumni Relations Coordinator for more information. jkoch@bethanyhome.org

NEXT- The Homers – the next Homers Breakfast – December 9 @ 9 AM at the Heidelberg
Restaurant. Theme – Christmas - Activity – Ugly Sweater Contest & Small gift exchange.

LOOKING FOR THESE ITEMS TO ADD TO THE BETHANY ARCHIVES:
Anniversary Day Programs: We are missing the following years:
1891, 1893, 1897, 1913, 1954, and 1957
Bethany Cookbooks: We are missing the following editions/years:
2nd & 3rd editions between the years of 1916-1926
7th & 8th editions between the years of 1936-1946 (Thank you to whomever sent 1939)!
Bethany Anniversary Day Pins: We are missing the following years: 1901 & 1931-1942
Do you have any Bethany memorabilia? Reach out to the archivist to see what we might be
missing from our collection.

Bethany Children's Home
2021 Christmas Gift Drop-Off Times
Thank you for your willingness and generosity to provide a wonderful Christmas and
Holiday Season for our Bethany Youth. Your special gifts will bring many smiles.
Christmas Land is at a NEW LOCATION this year! The Henning Center will be
accepting gifts BY SCHEDULED DROP-OFF TIMES ONLY. We have security at all
entrances of campus, so we will add your name to the list of visitors for our security
team. Please be sure to bring a photo ID.
Please call Craig in the Development Office to schedule your drop-offs: 610-589-6874
Hours for Scheduled Deliveries:
Monday, Dec. 6 - Friday, Dec. 10

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 12

Noon – 3 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 13 - Friday, Dec. 17

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 19

Noon – 3 p.m

PLEASE CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR CHRISTMAS DROPS. Additional evening
and weekend hours availabe upon request. Please call the number above.
So that the elves may sort and wrap, we ask that all gifts be delivered by
Monday, Dec. 20, 2021.
Christmas gifts will ONLY be received at the Henning Center located on Ryeland road
at our main entrance. Look for the signs!
As an alternative to material gifts, please consider a monetary gift to the
Brighter Futures Fund, which provides gifts that create smiles all year long!
Donations can be mailed to:
Bethany Children's Home, Brighter Futures Fund, 1863 Bethany Road
Womelsdorf, PA 19567

