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Rumors, Rumors, Rumors
Dr. Joseph Birli
CEO, Bethany Children’s Home
RUMOR – a currently circulating story or report of uncertain or
doubtful truth.
With 157 years of history, there is bound to be some historical
and current rumors circulating about Bethany Children’s Home.
I have been the CEO of Bethany for more than a year and a half
now and I have been exposed to quite a few rumors throughout
the Bethany community and that of Robesonia and Womelsdorf.
It is for this reason that I feel compelled to share the truth about
significant changes, observations, perceptions and beliefs of current circumstances to Bethany Children’s Home.
The most recent rumor I have heard this week was mentioned
by a local solicitor. They inquired about Bethany having plans
to change our use of facility to become a youth detention center.
This is false and there are no plans for this change in the future.
We will remain a residential program for the healing of children
and youth who have encountered unfortunate life circumstances
of abuse, neglect and trauma. We will continue to be licensed by
the Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth
and Families. We will maintain our status as an accredited organization by the Joint Commission and Pennsylvania Specialized
Setting certification for youth at risk of human trafficking and life
skills services for the 18–21-year-old population.
We are not a locked-down facility, and we have no plans to
become one. Despite the rumor of a barbed wire fence being
installed around the perimeter of the Bethany campus, this is
also false. Though we are installing a fence, it is not of barbed
wire. It is a collegiate-style fence, such as those around Harvard
or Princeton University. It is NOT intended to restrict and keep

Bethany youth on the premises, but to keep unwanted characters
from gaining access to the campus and keep the youth safe. Since
the beginning of the pandemic, there have been several instances
of individuals attempting to gain entrance to campus who do not
have good intentions. As an organization serving in the healing of
youth, we consider all youth to be vulnerable and at-risk of harm.
Whether we want to believe it or not, we are in the corridor of
human trafficking from New York to Florida. It takes place in
little towns like Womelsdorf and Robesonia. In fact, a recent article was published about a girl from Robesonia who was trafficked
by a relative. Therefore, I cannot stress it enough, the fence is a
deliberate attempt to secure the health and safety of the youth we
serve and Team Members providing the essential services.
In an effort to further secure the campus and provide a safe
environment, we have established a Campus Safety Department
that provides security to our two main entrances. Another rumor
I recently heard states that we have weapon-armed guards patrolling and stationed at the entrances. This is also false. We have
been and will continue to be a weapon-free campus as it is a violation of state regulations which Bethany operates with compliance
standards. The Team Members working for the Campus Safety
Department are equipped with radios and contacts for assistance
from local authorities when deemed necessary.
Rumors are only combatted when truth is communicated and
that is the effort I am trying to provide today. If ever a member
of the community receives information from entities other than
those who would be considered “in the know,” primarily those in
direct affiliation with Bethany Children’s Home, please feel free
to contact us and we will provide clarification and truth to those
stories and potential rumors.
It is our sincere wish to be a collaborative community partner.

Visit our website for news and updates! • www.bethanyhome.org

From the desk of
Dr. Joseph Birli

A Season of Loss

After encountering a year of a global pandemic, I cannot

imagine that not every human on the planet has had the
unfortunate experience of losing someone they know. Furthermore, loss of relationships, loss of traditions and loss of
first experiences.
As I consider how best to express a season of loss, I find
myself reflecting on the last funeral I attended. It has been
quite some time, and not because of adjustments due to
COVID, that I have been to a funeral. It may seem like
life events come to us in waves, such as babies being born,
people getting married and death of those we know. In
the last several weeks, I have been exposed to a number of
people who have experienced a passing of a friend or loved
one, not necessarily COVID related. This brought to my
attention that we may consider our lives through the lens of
a season.
A most recent loss that I have experienced on July 7 is that
of Bethany Board Chair Mr. Ben Campbell, who has been
the Board Chair since my arrival to Bethany. I found him to
be ever supportive, engaged and dedicated to the mission
of Bethany far beyond the short time I have had the fortune
to know him. He has been affiliated with Bethany for more
than 15 years and is a part of the Bethany legacy. I want to

take a moment to express
gratitude to Mr. Campbell,
his wife Diane and his family
for sharing him with us for
the many years of service. It
is in this season that I wish
peace and the memories of
joy on all of those who have
had the fortune of knowing
Mr. Ben Campbell.
Dr. Joseph T. Birli
Now I further contemplate the
everyday losses of the youth we serve.
The physical loss of loved ones, of relationships, of security,
of innocence, of dignity, of hope, the list can go on. To many
of our youth, the season of loss seems endless and agonizing. Many youth may not recognize that they are in a season
of loss in their short-lived lives, but as we at Bethany have
the opportunity to share and show the potential for success
and their desired futures, we help them move toward a
season of hope.
Take time to reflect on your seasons of loss and hope and
cherish the memories and impact of those who have contributed to shaping your life experiences.

Keep up with Bethany on social media
Meet our team members, get the latest updates and see pictures of our events!
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bethanyhome1863/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bch_1863/

Thank You!
To all of our donors and
supporters throughout the
very unusual past year and
a half.
We are partners in the
healing process of youth
here at Bethany Children’s
Home.

Redner’s Save-A-Tape
Program
Redner’s Markets generously donates 1% of
qualifying purchases to Bethany Children’s Home
and YOU can help!
It’s simple: Save your Redner’s Markets receipts and
send them to us at the address below. We take care
of the rest!
Development Department
Bethany Children’s Home
1863 Bethany Road
Womelsdorf, PA 19567
Thank you for your continued support, and thank
you to Redner’s for such a great program!

We Appreciate You!

Everyone loves a night off
from cooking!
How about one night a week
		
... for a whole year ... for only $20!
Enter our No More Dirty Dishes raffle for a chance to win one GRAND prize of more
than $800 worth of gift cards to local and regional restaurants!
Purchase tickets at https://bethanyhome.org/nmdd, during our Summer Concert Series or by calling 610-589-6826.

Tickets are only $20 each.
The winner is drawn Sept. 30!

6th Annual Summer Concert Series
Presented by

Rain
or shine

AUGUST 6 - 7 p.m.
Uptown Band
AUGUST 27 - 7 p.m.
Stephanie Grace
SEPTEMBER 10 - 7 p.m.
Jeff Krick Jr.: Elvis Tribute
SEPTEMBER 25 - 1 p.m.
Ringgold Band
All concerts at 200 Bethany Road, Womelsdorf

$5 per car suggested donation
Concessions and food trucks available!
Lawn seating only. Bring your favorite chair or blanket!
Please no weapons, pets, tobacco or alcohol.

Weaver's of East Pete

Steve and Carmela Bobick

Annual Meeting celebrates achievements,
looks to the future
Bethany held our first Annual Meeting on a beautiful
night in June at Applegate Cottage. There were more
than 70 people in attendance, including board
members, team members, community partners,
alumni and supporters.
Dr. Katherine Diaz, Transitional & Supervised
Independent Living Supervisor, spoke to the attendees
about the journeys of youth she’s known here at
Bethany.
CEO Dr. Joseph Birli spoke to the rich history of
Bethany, as well as the future.
Board members Steve Bobick and Betsy Adams spoke
as well.

Dr. Birli presented the first annual Team Member and
Leader of the Year Awards.
Team Member nominees were Glenys DeJesus, Lori
Harvey, Denise Phillips, Zachary Youngblood and
Demerious Smith.
Denise Phillips was awarded the Team Member of the
Year award.
Leader of the Year nominees were Calyn Brewer, Janet
Durkin, Nick Hill, Sarah Sechrist and Amy Sterner.
Nick Hill was the recipient of the Leader of the Year
award.
Congratulations to all nominees!

CEO Dr. Joseph Birli poses with this year’s Team Member and Leader honorees at the Annual Meeting, June 24, at Applegate Cottage. From left: Dr. Birli, Calyn Brewer, Nicholas Hill, Glenys DeJesus, Sarah Sechrist, Lori Harvey, Janet Durkin,
Denise Phillips, Zachary Youngblood. Missing from the photo are Demerious Smith and Amy Sterner.

Youth Awards celebrate
Bethany residents

Do you know anyone who is looking for employment
and who would be a great fit at Bethany? We are
looking for caring, self-motivated team members to
help youth along their healing journey.
We have multiple needs for Direct Support
Professionals working 2nd and 3rd shifts, where they
are expected to provide the children with proper
physical care, and assist with activities of daily
living when necessary.
We have other openings as well; the latest available
positions are listed at bethanyhome.org/employment.
Visit bethanyhome.org to apply!

We love to chat with people about Bethany’s history
and mission.
We are available to present Mission Moments to
churches, community groups and other
organizations!
Throughout the pandemic, we have spoken with
groups and church congregations via video or Zoom
calls as well as in-person visits.
If you would like us to speak with your church or
organization, contact the Development Department:
Carolyn Spano
Director of Development
610-589-6828
cspano@bethanyhome.org

Mission Moments

It is a tradition here at Bethany to host the
Youth Awards.
After a virtual ceremony last year, we were
so happy to be together for this year’s
celebration.
More than 30 awards were presented,
including those for Scholastic Achievement,
Leadership, Role Models, Citizenship,
Community Service and more!
All recipients receive certificates and a
monetary award.
We also have several awards each year
named for alumni or supporters of Bethany.
Please reach out to our Development
Department at 610-589-6828 if you are i
nterested in becoming a part of our annual
Youth Awards!

High School Achievement
Several youth have earned academic honors
for the most recent marking period!
One youth earned High Honor Roll, one
earned Honor Roll, and two youth earned a
place on the Principal’s List!
We are so proud of them!

Summertime at Bethany
After the craziness of this past school year, it’s nice for
kids to be kids and enjoy their summer!
Bethany youth have lots of options during the summer.
Our art instructor Linda Aragon holds lots of classes,
from graphic design to painting and other media.
The programming department also plans lots of recreational activities for youth to enjoy, as well as Summer
Socials once a week.
Summer Socials are a great opportunity for youth from
all cottages to get together, as well as team members, for
a night of fun activities and food.
Programming also plans trips, including white water
rafting, paintball and more.
Youth go to the local swimming pools several days a
week, and play group sports with our recreation team.
They also bone up on schoolwork to avoid the dreaded
summer slide!

These designs are just
two of the projects
youth created in the
graphic design class.

Did you know shopping on Amazon can help raise money for Bethany?
It costs nothing extra for you; Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price of qualified items to the charity of
your choice.
You can participate with your existing Amazon account.
Below are easy steps to start shopping on AmazonSmile.
1. Visit smile.amazon.com.
2. Sign in with the same account you use for Amazon.com.
3. Select Bethany Children’s Home as your charity.
4. Start shopping! Remember to checkout at smile.amazon.com to generate donations for your chosen charity.

1863 Bethany Road
Womelsdorf, PA 19567
bethanyhome.org
610-589-4501
RETURN SERVICES REQUESTTED

About Bethany Children’s Home
Founded in 1863, Bethany Children’s Home
has provided a safe place of nurture, protection
and supportive care to aid youth in their own
self awareness, growth and healing for a brighter,
healthier future.
Every day, youth who have been abused, neglected or abandoned are taking back their lives with
the help of Bethany.
Programs: Bethany offers individualized
programs for youth who for whatever reason cannot live with their family or a substitute family.
From emergency services to longer term Residential Treatment programs, Bethany supports youth
while they heal and prepare for the next steps of
their journey.

A Simple Gift

through your will or estate
will help us with what we do
today and far into the future.
It’s a simple gift that costs
nothing during your lifetime.
To learn more about Bethany’s planned giving
program, please call 610-589-6828 or
visit bethanyhome.org.

EITC

Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program
Bethany Children’s Home is an approved EITC organization. Education Improvement Tax Credit funds
are used to enhance the academic support and
enrichment programs provided at Bethany.
Funds from EITC benefit education remediation for
youth served at Bethany. The program focuses on a
balance of individualized services and group learning
based on academic and educational needs.
To find out how to support Bethany through the EITC
program, go to bethanyhome.org/get-involved/eitc
or call 610-589-6828.

